Programme at a Glance
Edinburgh Iranian Festival 2020

Son-Mother

Fri 6 Mar | 20:20

Finding Farideh

Sat 7 Mar | 15:00

Tehran: City of Love

Sat 7 Mar | 20:20

Leakage

Sun 8 Mar | 14:45

Cold Sweat

Sun 8 Mar | 20:30

Orange Days

Mon 9 Mar | 18:05

Short Films curated by Majid
Barzegar

Mon 9 Mar | 20:35

Tala (Gold)

Tue 10 Mar | 20:35

Women According to Men

Wed 11 Mar | 18:00

The Warden

Thu 12 Mar | 20:40

* All films start with a brief introduction. For details of Q&A sessions, please see inside.
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Welcome to the
Edinburgh Iranian
Festival 2020
Since its inception in 2009, the Edinburgh Iranian Festival has always aimed to build a greater
understanding of the rich history and vibrant culture of the people of Iran.
Building on the success of previous festivals, this ninth festival takes place from 6 – 12 March 2020
and incorporates a dedicated and now annual Iranian Film Season at Filmhouse as part of the larger
biennial Festival.
This year’s theme for the Iranian Film Season is ‘Gender and Freedom of Movement in Iranian
Society’ for which we’ve curated an extraordinary line-up of feature films, documentaries, and shorts,
replete with post-screening conversations with the filmmakers followed by audience Q&As.
We would like to thank all of our sponsors for supporting the festival as well as our incredible
volunteers and the festival’s organisational team for their time and effort.
Welcome to the Festival!

www.ediranfest.co.uk | info@ediranfest.co.uk
The Edinburgh Iranian Festival is a charity registered in Scotland (SC044795). It is non-political. Organisers do not take any
responsibility for the political views of any of the Festival’s guests.

Iranian Film Season

.برایپشتیبانیازجشنوارهیااطالعاتبیشترلطفاباماتماسبگیرید.اینجشنوارهتوسطگروهیداوطلببرگزارمیشود

Follow us on social media:
/ediranfest

@ Ed_Iran_Fest

@ediranfest

/EdinburghIranianFest

#EdIranFest
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Iranian Film Season
Edinburgh Iranian Festival 2020

The Iranian Film Season 2020 will include 7 films, 2 documentaries and 1 short film
programme, starting Friday 6 March 2020. Filmhouse is the venue for all screenings. Please
contact the cinema directly to book your tickets.

Venue: Filmhouse, 88 Lothian Road, Edinburgh EH3 9BZ
Tel: +44 (0) 131 228 2688 | www.filmhousecinema.com

Gender and Freedom of Movement in Iranian Society
Dr Nacim Pak-Shiraz (University of Edinburgh) has curated a unique selection of films across
narratives dealing with gender, sexuality, and social and cultural boundaries. The theme for the
Iranian Film Season 2020 is freedom of movement, allowing audiences a glimpse into the ways
men and women negotiate and move between public and private spaces in Iranian society.
The festival will open with Son-Mother (2019), with a post-screening Q&A followed by a drinks
reception with live Persian music at Filmhouse Café Bar. In commemoration of International
Women’s Day, the festival will screen Leakage (2018) and Cold Sweat (2018) on 8 March 2020.

Opening Reception
To celebrate the opening of the Edinburgh Iranian Festival, we will have a unique musical performance
from the wonderful Daf’O’Dills, an all-ladies band from Scotland. The performance is part of the reception
post screening of Son-Mother (2019), and will include a free drinks reception, courtesy of Diageo.
Date: Fri 6 Mar 2020 | Time: 22:45
Venue: Filmhouse, 88 Lothian Road, Edinburgh EH3 9BZ
Entry: Free with Son-Mother cinema tickets
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Son-Mother
With Introduction and Q&A
Date: Fri 6 Mar 2020 | Time: 20:20
Mahnaz Mohammadi • Iran 2019 • 102min •
12A • Persian with English subtitles

Leila is a single working mum of two, living in sanctions-gripped Iran. The factory she works at
faces a crisis and jobs are at stake. Kazem, the factory bus driver, proposes marriage to Leila, but she
hesitates to accept his conditions. He has a daughter the same age as her 12-year-old son, but tradition
frowns upon a young girl sharing a household with her stepbrother…

Q&A:
In Conversation with Mahnaz Mohammadi and Dr Nacim Pak-Shiraz

Mahnaz Mohammadi wrote and directed her first film Women Without
Shadows in 2003. She has also written, directed and produced various
documentaries. She was invited to the Cannes film festival for the film
Wedding Ephemerals, directed by Reza Serkanian, in which she plays the
main character.

Iranian Film Season

Music by Daf’O’Dills
Daf’O’Dills was formed in 2017 as
Reyhaneh’s vision to produce an all-ladies
band to symbolise strength and unity among
women. The instrument played is the daf, a
traditional Persian percussion instrument.
The group is formed of Reyhaneh and her
students and has performed for both Iranian
and international audiences in Glasgow.
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Finding Farideh
Edinburgh Iranian Festival 2020

With Introduction and Q&A
Date: Sat 7 Mar 2020 | Time: 15:00
Kourosh Ataee & Azadeh Moussavi • Iran/
Netherlands 2019 • 88m • PG • Persian/
Dutch/English with English subtitles •
Documentary

Finding Farideh is a documentary about an Iranian who was adopted by a Dutch couple 40 years ago.
Overcoming her fears, Farideh travels to her motherland for the first time not only to find out about
her Iranian identity and culture, but also to meet three families who claim to be her real family and
undertake a DNA test with them...

Q&A:
In Conversation with Farideh Koning, Kourosh Ataee, and
Dr Nacim Pak-Shiraz

An unmissable conversation with Farideh Koning, the main character
of the film, and Kourosh Ataee.
Born in 1990 in Bojnourd, Ataee started his career as a filmmaker by
attending courses at Iran’s Young Cinema Society in 2007. After some
experience in making short films, he continued his career with a focus
on documentary films. His latest work, Finding Farideh, was Iran’s
official submission for the Best Foreign Language Film category for the
92nd Academy Awards in 2020.

Tehran: City of Love
With Introduction and Q&A
Date: Sat 7 Mar 2020 | Time: 20:20
Ali Jaberansari • Iran 2019 • 102min • 12A •
Persian with English subtitles

Three disenchanted characters: an ex-champion body-builder, an overweight beauty clinic secretary
and a dispirited religious singer, yearn for love and connection in Tehran. This is hard enough in any
big city - never mind in Tehran, where individual freedoms can’t be taken for granted.
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Q&A:
In Conversation with Ali Jaberansari and Dr Nacim Pak-Shiraz

Born in Tehran, Iran in 1981, Ali Jaberansari moved to Canada
and then returned to Iran to attend Abbas Kiarostami’s filmmaking
workshops in Tehran where he decided to pursue his real passion for
making films. His resolve was strengthened when he was accepted into
the MA Filmmaking programme at the London Film School.

Leakage
With Introduction and Q&A
Date: Sun 8 Mar 2020 | Time: 14:45
Suzan Iravanian • Iran 2018 • 105min
• 12A • Persian with English subtitles

Crude oil comes out of a middle-aged woman’s body. On the one hand, it is empowering; on the other
it brings uncertainty. Her condition is exacerbated as male paranoia against her malfunctioning body is
trivialised.

In Conversation with Majid Barzegar and Dr Nacim Pak-Shiraz

Majid Barzegar, the producer of Leakage, is a critically acclaimed
Iranian filmmaker and producer, whose films have been showcased at
various international film festivals including Berlinale, San Sebastian,
Rotterdam, Sao Paulo, and Thessaloniki among many others.
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Iranian Film Season

Q&A:

Edinburgh Iranian Festival 2020

Cold Sweat
With Introduction
Date: Sun 8 Mar 2020 | Time: 20:30
Soheil Beiraghi • Iran 2018 • 85min • 12A •
Persian with English subtitles

Based on a true story, Cold Sweat is a riveting drama about an Iranian futsal champion, Afrooz, who
finds herself unable to travel to the biggest match of her life without her husband’s permission.
Unfortunately for her, they’re in the middle of a protracted and acrimonious divorce. Taut and
timely, it is a powerful story of a talented athlete who can captain a team but can’t control her own
movements.

Orange Days
With Introduction
Date: Mon 9 Mar 2020 | Time: 18:05
Arash Lahooti • Iran 2018 • 102min • PG •
Persian with English subtitles

When Aban, tough, self-sufficient, and the only woman contractor in the orange fields of northern
Iran, beats out the male competition for a big job, the operation seems to get off to a rocky start. But
Aban won’t let go without a fight.

Short Films curated by Majid Barzegar
With Introduction and Q&A
Date: Mon 9 Mar 2020 | Time: 20:35 | Iran • 84min • 15 • Persian with English subtitles
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Chelleh

Zona

Davood Khayyam •
Iran 2017 • 20min

Toofan Nahan Ghodrati •
Iran 2018• 20min

On short leave for the feat of memorizing the
Qur’an in 40 days, 40-year-old Yahya attempts to
provide for his incapacitated family before he has
to return to prison.

A man is called to court by a woman who claims
to be pregnant by him. A subsequent DNA test
sheds light on other events in his life.

Cover

Fault Line

Vahid Alvandifar •
Iran 2019• 15min

Soheil Amirsharifi •
Iran 2018• 15min

Ahmad’s friends are delivering his corpse from the
morgue to his village for burial when he suddenly
comes back to life. What price the exchange of a
new life for an old?

Nahal breaks her arm in a school fight. But a
man claims her injury is the result of her hitting
someone while riding a motorcycle and then
fleeing the scene.

Manicure
Arman Fayaz • Iran
2018• 14min

Q&A:
In Conversation with Majid Barzegar and Dr Nacim Pak-Shiraz

Majid Barzegar is a critically acclaimed Iranian filmmaker and producer,
whose films have been showcased at various international film festivals
including Berlinale, San Sebastian, Rotterdam, Sao Paulo, and
Thessaloniki among many others.
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Iranian Film Season

When a young woman who commits suicide is
posthumously discovered to be intersex, villagers
are in an uproar.

Edinburgh Iranian Festival 2020

Tala (Gold)
With Introduction
Date: Tue 10 Mar 2020 | Time: 20:35
Parviz Shahbazi • Iran 2019 • 90min • 12A •
Persian with English subtitles

A group of friends decide to realise their dream of opening a small Tehran restaurant to earn a living.
Mansour, having lost his regular job, now works as a private cab driver. Leila has little to show for her
ten years of hard work. Reza, having just finished his military service, returns home where his father
implores him to go abroad in search of a better life.

Women According to Men
With Introduction
Date: Wed 11 Mar 2020 | Time: 18:00
Saeed Nouri • Iran 2019 • 90min • 15 •
Persian with English subtitles • Documentary

This well-researched documentary, with over 120 clips from archival films shot almost exclusively
by male film-makers, portrays the domestic and social position of Iranian women from 1932 to the
1979 revolution. The patriarchal family, love and deception, unwanted pregnancies and abortions,
arranged marriages and polygamy, form the background to the movie’s central themes of education,
emancipation and the salvation of Iranian women, torn between tradition and modernity.

The Warden
With Introduction
Date: Thu 12 Mar 2020 | Time: 20:40
Nima Javidi • Iran 2019 • 100min • 12A •
Persian with English subtitles

A prison is about to be evacuated to make room for an airport expansion project. Colonel Jahed and
his officers are busy transferring all inmates to the new facility, but one is missing…
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Sponsors

Leading institution for studying Arabic, Persian, Turkish &
Middle Eastern Studies.
MSc in Persian Civilisation
19 George Square, EH8 9LD
+44 131 650 4182
imes@ed.ac.uk | www.imes.ed.ac.uk

Centre for the Study of Islam in the Contemporary World
16 George Square, EH8 9LD
+44 131 650 4165
www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/alwaleed

Producer, promoter and distributor of Iranian Films.
14, chemin des Chichourliers, 06110 Le Cannet, France
+33 4 93 38 75 61
info@dreamlabfilms.com | www.dreamlabfilms.com

Film Hub Scotland: Part of the BFI’s Film Audience
Network
Glasgow Film, Film Hub Scotland, 12 Rose Street, G3 6RB
+44 141 332 6535 (ext 225)
info@filmhubscotland.com | www.filmhubscotland.com

Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities
Hope Park Square, EH8 9NW
+44 131 651 1171 | www.iash.ed.ac.uk

House clearances throughout Edinburgh, the Lothians and
the rest of the United Kingdom.
+44 131 538 3919
info@castle-removals.co.uk | www.castle-removals.co.uk

Media Sponsor
Creative designer, marketing communications consultant
and brand specialist.
+44 754 189 8571 | www.inventif.co.uk

Please visit www.ediranfest.co.uk for more details on all our generous sponsors
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Iranian Film Season

Global leader in beverages
Edinburgh Park, 5 Lochside Way, EH12 9DT
www.diageo.com

Edinburgh's foremost independent cinema, celebrating
world cinema.
88 Lothian Road, EH3 9BZ
+44 131 228 2688 | www.filmhousecinema.com

Edinburgh Iranian Festival 2020

Phoro: Maryam Abolhasani

Iranian Film Season: 6 - 12 Mar
Photography Exhibition: 22 Feb - 14 Mar

Photography Exhibition
Date: 22 Feb - 14 Mar
Time: 10:00 – 21:00
Entry: Free

Venue:
Filmhouse Café Bar
88 Lothian Road
Edinburgh EH3 9BZ

Movement is the theme of the Photo Exhibition of the 2020
Edinburgh Iranian Festival. This year’s photo exhibition has
been curated in response to the film season theme, which
explores how men and women move through spaces, both public
and private, in Iran. This exhibition includes diverse work by
Iranian photographers who have masterfully captured different
forms of movement in various locations in Iran.
The exhibition was curated by the acclaimed Iranian
photographer and former photojournalist, Laleh Sherkat.
Sherkat is renowned for her work during the Iran-Iraq war
and documenting the life of female prisoners in Iran. She is a
founding member of the Iranian Press Photography Society
and has juried and curated many photography exhibitions and
competitions in Iran and Scotland.

Brochure design: Inventif

